COMMUNITY PAGE
The students at Lockport High School having been doing a great job in helping the environment!  

Mary Rachel Robbins received the Kevin Marriot Environmental Award.  It is given in memory of a former LHS student who was very active in environmental issues.  Mary Rachel was an integral part of the Recycling Club this year.  She voluntarily took bottles with a deposit on them back to the store, she collected plastic bottles during and after her track meets, and she stayed after school many times to help sort through the plastic we collected during the week. 
 

Derik Porth was chosen by his peers in the Recycling Club for the Senior Award.  He was very active and helped by collecting and sorting plastic bottles.  He also stayed after school to help sort.  He was very helpful during the Going Green Week.  He helped us plant our tree for Arbor Day, he staffed tables during lunch to teach his peers about composting and recycling, and he even paper and food waste from his employer, Panera, to be composted and recycling at the school.  Both of these students were dedicated and well deserving of these awards.

 

Julie Tette, a Biology Teacher and advisor to the club reported that “the Recycling Club of Lockport High School had 38 very active members this year, which allowed us to accomplish a lot.  We began the year by finding, cleaning, and placing about 75 of the old recycling bins (from 8 yrs ago when the club existed before) into classrooms for paper pick-up.  These bins were scattered around the building and being used for other various things like storage.  We then held several fundraisers and solicited donations from other student groups to purchase the additional 25 bins needed.  We also used the money raised to purchase smaller bins for plastic bottle pick-up.  We purchased 45 of these smaller containers and placed them in certain rooms as a trial basis.  We purchased our bins from Home Depot and they were kind enough to give us a discount for the bins.  The students then began picking up paper and plastic bottles 2 times/week.  We also obtained 6 large canisters from the Coca Cola Company for plastic bottle collection in the halls.  By then end of Jan. we had collected 48 bags of plastic which weighed 300 lbs.  We were also collecting plastic on a large scale from the hallways, cafeterias, and individual classrooms.  We were generating about 6 bags of plastic/week.  From Jan. to April we collected 4.7 tons of paper and .3 tons of plastic.  The district pays $48/ton for garbage removal so we saved the district about $240 for those 4 months.  We increased our plastic and paper pick-up to 3 times/week because of an increase in recycling.  We added composting to our efforts with the arrival of a worm composter, an indoor composter, and the two outdoor composters which were purchased through a ON BOCES Mini-grant.  The students also wrote for and received an Earth Day Grant from the Air and Waste Management Association for $500.  We applied that money toward our “Going Green” week held during the week of April 21-25.  The students planned several events for that week including: a Pledge Tree, clean-up of school grounds, afterschool showing of the movie “Powershift”, guest speakers on Global Climate Change, a tree planting, and a Community Open House to show off our recycling and composting efforts.  During this week, the club manned tables in every lunchroom to educate their peers on recycling and composting.  Students had the opportunity to compost their lunch and food waste from the cafeteria was collected and composted.  We continued to collect the food waste until the end of the year.  The compost that was made during this quarter was used to fertilize a raised bed garden that we had built out in the courtyard.  In the garden we planted lettuce which we used on our last day for a salad party.  
 

For next year, we have purchase an additional 45 small bins so that every room in the school will have plastic bottle pickup in addition to 8 bins out in the halls and in the cafeterias.  This will be in addition to the paper we already collect from every room.  The students are also eager to try and petition the City of Lockport to begin recycling pick-up and they also want to get rid of the styrofoam trays used in our cafeteria.  The club would also like to raise funds to build a greenhouse to complete the circle of nutrient cycling, from the composted food waste back into lettuce the students eat.  We feel that would be an incredible experience for students to participate in and we hope to secure grants for building a greenhouse during next year.  The greenhouse would also be used for many other disciplines from Business classes to Art classes.” 
Great Job Lockport HS!!!!
 

